
 

 

Through Veterans’ Eyes MA Research Fellowship 
 
Fellowship Amount: One year program funded at $20,000 (includes TA and research stipends) 
 
Additional Research Funding: Research travel allowance of $1,500 (for conferences or archival 
visits) 
 
Fellowship Start Date: 1 September 2015  
 
The LCMSDS and Department of History at Wilfrid Laurier University invite applications for the 
the second round of Through Veterans’ Eyes MA Fellowships in the area of First World War 
veterans’ health, families, and civil re-establishment. Interested students should contact Mark 
Humphries to discuss the opportunity before the deadline for Tri-U history applications (see 
below) and indicate WLU as a potential host on any SSHRC MA Fellowship applications.  
 
Fellowship holders will work as team with Profs. Mark Humphries, Cynthia Comacchio and Terry 
Copp, as well as several PhD students, as part of our larger SSHRC sponsored research project 
Through Veterans Eyes: Digital Approaches to the Hidden Histories of Veterans and their 
Families, 1914-1970. Over the next year, the pension files of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VAC), which are largely unknown and unused, will be digitized and indexed. These constitute an 
unparalleled research opportunity for when 620,000 Canadians joined the military during the 
First World War, they began a life-long relationship with the Canadian state that produced files 
documenting their experiences from youth to death. These contain regular home visit reports, 
yearly household balance sheets, detailed household inventories, and voluminous medical 
records as well as the voices of veterans and their families. In short, they record the lives of 
Canadians down to the smallest detail. Systematic organization and use of the files will allow 
researchers to examine a variety of related topics such as working-class experience, the history 
and treatment of specific diseases, family stability, the gendered economy, and minority 
experiences. There is, quite simply, no comparable group of records from which to write the 
social history of twentieth century Canada. 
 
Fellowship holders will be asked to develop their own research question, will be provided with 
training and research assistantships in digital history, and have the chance to present and 
publish their work. This is an exciting opportunity! Students will apply to this fellowship no later 
than 1 February 2015 by submitting an application to the Tri-University MA Program in History. 
More information on the Tri-U program and application process is available at: 
http://www.triuhistory.ca/ma/application-ma/. 
 
For more information please contact Dr. Mark Humphries at mhumphries@wlu.ca or 519 884 
0710 x. 3309. 


