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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

 
We invite graduate and fourth year undergraduate students from fields of the Social and Applied 
Human Sciences to participate in ENGAGE, the 15th Annual Graduate Student Conference at the 
University of Guelph. This event celebrates the diversity and vitality of student research by 
offering an opportunity for students from diverse social science backgrounds to come together 
and ENGAGE with peers over critical social and cultural issues. 
 
DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS: MARCH 1st, 2015 
 
The goals of ENGAGE 2015 are to: 
 
• Provide students with a collegial environment in which to present and receive feedback on 

both completed works and works in progress; 
• Foster communication and engagement between scholars with diverse interests and 

perspectives; 
• Challenge and critically examine our understanding of the social and cultural worlds we 

inhabit and study. 
 
SUBMISSIONS: 
 
In the spirit of supporting the many ways that students conduct and present their research, and in 
keeping with the tradition of this conference, submissions on any topic within the Social and 
Applied Human Sciences will be considered. ENGAGE 2015 welcomes proposals for both 
papers and poster presentations. 
 
Topics may include, but are certainly not limited to: 
 

• Rural, community, and development studies 
• Work and family in a changing global context 
• Criminology and criminal justice 
• Gender, diversity, and social equality 
• Ethnicity and identity politics 
• Ageing, the life course, and cultural context 



Abstracts must be between 200-300 words in length, and include title, author affiliation, and 
specification of either a paper or poster presentation. Please send submissions to 
soanconf@uoguelph.ca by March 1st, 2015. 
 
AWARDS: 
 
Three monetary awards will be presented at the ENGAGE conference this year:  
 

• ENGAGE Department of Sociology and Anthropology Best Student Presentation 
Award ($250) 
 

• ENGAGE Department of Sociology and Anthropology Outstanding Original 
Research Award ($250) 

 

• *NEW* ENGAGE Department of Sociology and Anthropology Best Poster 
Presentation Award ($50) 

 
CONFERENCE FORMAT: 
 
Sign in will begin at 10 am on March 14th, 2015 with a continental breakfast.  
 

Over lunch we will hear from our Key Note Speaker Dr. Tad McIlwraith. Both lunch and 
breakfast will be provided. For more information about Dr. Tad McIlwraith and his interests 
visit: https://www.uoguelph.ca/socioanthro/tad-mcilwraith 
 

Paper and poster presentations will be presented throughout the day (times of presentations will 
be announced after the deadline for abstracts).  
 

Each paper presentation will be allotted 15 minutes.  
 

At the end of the conference, participants are encouraged to meet at the local pub, Shakespeare 
Arms where the awards will be presented.  
 
COST AND ACCOMMODATION: 
 
There is no fee for participation in this conference. Participants are responsible for all of their 
travel and accommodation expenses. Unfortunately, we are not able to offer funding for 
participants’ costs. However, this year some monetary awards will be presented for best 
presentation and abstract. Limited billeting is available and can be arranged on an individual 
basis. We are also happy to provide information about local accommodation options. Inquiries 
can be sent to soanconf@uoguelph.ca.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at ENGAGE 2015! 
 


