
Information Sheet for the course: 
Lib370 - Social Movements and Social Change in Brazil (3 credits) 

Bishop's University 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
This is an intensive undergraduate spring course that takes place primarily in Brazil. It consists of 
the study of Brazilian social movements, politics and culture in general and, in particular, the 
Movement of Landless Rural Workers (Movimento de Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra do Brasil, 
or MST). The course will include studies of and meetings with Brazilian social movements, 
labour unions, political parties, universities and other actors on the political scene in Brazil. The 
period in Brazil will be preceded and followed by research and essay assignments. The language 
of instruction is English, and all meetings in Brazil will be translated. However, all written 
submissions can be in French.   

This course is essentially centered on praxis: it will combine theory and experiential, research 
and writing components. Students will live with families on MST settlements in the states of São 
Paulo and Paraná (southeast of Brazil) and observe and participate in MST agricultural work, 
meetings and cultural events. The theoretical segment of the course – provided by Brazilian 
professors and intellectuals – will take place at the MST's Florestan Fernandes National School 
(ENFF) and will include meetings with MST’s national staff. There will also be meetings with 
other social movements and unions (e.g., Via Campesina, the “Movimento Sem Teto” (“Roofless 
Movement”), Movimento dos atingidos por barragens (“The Movement of those Expelled due to 
Dams” – MAB), the Levante Popular da Juventude, the ALBA Social Movements, the Brazilian 
Women’s League, The Consulta Popular, CUT (Brazil’s largest labour union), etc.), and with 
other civil society organizations (Expressão Popular publishers, Brazil de Fato newspaper, etc.). 
We may also visit the Latin-American School for Agroecology in Lapa, Paraná.  
 
Students will be responsible for preparatory reading and writing assignments before travel to 
Brazil, attending all meetings and events in Brazil, and submitting a follow-up research essay 
after the formal portion of the trip.  
  
This senior undergraduate course (3 credits) is truly interdisciplinary. It is situated at the 
crossroads of political philosophy, socio-anthropology, history, political economy and economic 
sociology. Arrangements will be made for individuals to enrol as special students at Bishop's 
University. Standard procedures will be followed to transfer these credits to their home 
university.   
 
Students must participate in all group meetings during the formal part of the course in Brazil, but 
are free to travel on their own after the course ends.   
 
Provisory dates:  
 
à  May 5 to 25, 2015.  
 
Costs: 
 
The total costs of the course including: 



- Plane ticket,  
- 3 meals/day and shelter,  
- Transportation during the time of the course  
 
à $2500. 
 

To this amount you need to add tuition fees that vary according to the province where you study 
and your visa cost which is $81.25.  
 
For students registered in Quebec universities, you must pay your tuition fees to CREPUQ. 
 
 
Registration process and credits transfer: 
 
à  Students must enrol at Bishop’s University for a spring course and once the course is done 
they can transfer the 3 credits of the course to their home university.  
 
 
Participation on a not-for-credit basis is possible, but priority will be given to regular students. 
 
 
The Professor: Dan Furukawa Marques 
 
Dan Furukawa Marques (B.A. Economics and Politics, Laval University (Québec City); M.A. 
Political Science, York University (Toronto)) is completing a Ph.D. in Political Thought at the 
School of Political Studies, University of Ottawa. He was Visiting Researcher at the Research 
Centre on the Anthropology of Politics at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro in 2013 and is 
currently Visiting Doctoral Student at the Centre d’études sur les mouvements sociaux (CEMS) at 
the École des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS) in Paris in 2014. His thesis is about the 
construction of cooperative collectivities in the MST and he has thus conducted an ethnographic 
study of MST communities in the south of Brazil. He was Teaching Assistant for Prof. Bruce 
Gilbert who coordinated the first Lib370 Social Movements and Social Change in Brazil in May 
2013 and taught the course himself in 2014.  
 
 
 


