
The School of Environmental Design and Rural 
Development at the University of Guelph off ers 
undergraduate and graduate programs in landscape 
architecture, rural planning & development, capacity 
development & extension, and rural studies. 

Learn about our programs at www.uoguelph.ca/sedrd
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Develop Expertise in the Design, Planning and 

Development of our Communities 

SEDRD  
School of Environmental Design 

and Rural Development 

The School of Environmental Design and Rural Development at the University of Guelph brings together major 

academic fields concerned with creating strong communities. The four highly respected units that form SEDRD 

share many common goals but approach them in different and complimentary ways. This model reflects the 

imperatives in building authentic communities where planners, landscape architects, designers, leaders, 

communicators, citizens and politicians all play important interdependent roles in community strength.  

Explore the possibilities  

Capacity Development 

and Extension  

SEDRD offers a number of programs and degrees you should consider  

 

Rural Studies  
capitalizes on our common focus and 

encourages students to access resources from 

throughout SEDRD and the University- PhD  

Rural Planning and Development  
professionally accredited graduate program 

with national and international streams, and 

concentrations in a number of pertinent areas 

- MSc (Planning) and MPlan 

Landscape Architecture  
professionally accredited, internationally 

renowned, undergraduate and graduate 

programs . The conservation, design and 

management of the landscape from small-

scale sites to entire communities - MLA, 

BLA  

Capacity Development and Extension  
professionally oriented program which focuses 

on the development of processes and 

competencies for practitioners who are 

interested in working with communities - MSc  

 

Landscape Architecture  

dfoolen@uoguelph.ca  

Rural Planning and Development  

srhall@uoguelph.ca  

srhall@uoguelph.ca  

Rural Studies  

srhall@uoguelph.ca  

  



u n i v e r s i t y  o f  g u e l p h  –  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s

Capacity Development and Extension: Msc

the Master of science in Capacity development and extension is a unique program in Canada that 

develops the core competencies of students for facilitating social and environmental change.

our program focuses on processes of learning, advocacy, leadership, communication and capacity 

development for rural/remote and small communities in Canada and around the world. our “students 

without borders” engage with society through service learning projects during their course work, and 

through applied research and a range of professional development activities. 

our graduates are innovators in the public and not-for-profit sectors. Many pursue doctoral studies and 

achieve important careers in community development, policymaking and academia.

principles of our teaching and learning 
Cde is a learner-centered community which is grounded in practice-based theories. We value social justice 

through shared-decision making, open communication, respect for difference, and commitment to conflict 

management. We pursue creative and independent thought in our intellectual pursuits.

examples of Cde research 
 n

 n

 n

 n

 n

 n

 n

 n

 n

 n

 living at the intersection: exploring the relationship between youth health and Wellbeing, place, and  
after-school programs in small urban towns

 stitching towards empowerment: exploring empowerment of Women in an embroidery Co-operative in 
uganda. a Case study of tabiro ladies’ Club

 Kahawa yetu – our Coffee: a need for better organizational capacity in Kenya’s coffee cooperatives. a case 
study of new gatanga Coffee Cooperative

ethno-cultural vegetable retail analysis: pricing structure and market information

impact of after-school programs on rural youth: a Case study of fusion youth Centre

Micro-livestock for livelihoods: Meeting practical and strategic needs of women in sunyani district, ghana

the use of stigma as a marker of otherness by rtlM in the rwandan genocide

Campus/community radio in Canada: linking listeners to broadcasters with Web 2.0 technologies

the potential of agroforestry for peace Building: the Case of Jonglei – south sudan

after the tornado: an exploration of Capacity and vulnerability on Community engagement in goderich

admission/application 
the minimum requirement for admission is a four year honours degree or equivalent, with an average 

standing of at least second class honours (B-) in the last four semesters or two years of study. 

additional information on admission can be found at: http://www.uoguelph.ca/applying

Are you interested in:

 n

 n

 n

 n

s ocial and environmental Change 
and advocacy?

r ural/remote areas and small 
Communities?

 Communication and nonformal 
education? 

l eadership and Community 
development?

CONTACT INFORMATION

 Graduate Coordinator:
al lauzon

allauzon@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 53379

Graduate Secretary:
sue hall

srhall@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 56780www.uoguelph.ca/sedrd



u n i v e r s i t y  o f  g u e l p h  –  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s

Landscape Architecture: Mla

landscape architecture is a diverse and rewarding design profession. landscape architects play an 

important role in shaping our environment, working collaboratively with other designers, scientists and 

the public. as a landscape architect you will be involved in conservation, design and management of 

landscape from small-scale sites to entire communities.

the university of guelph is recognized for its high-quality professional programs in landscape architecture. 

our Mla degree involves six semesters of challenging graduate education and attracts students from a 

variety of academic disciplines.

atmosphere 
the landscape architecture program boasts internationally-recognized faculty, complemented by practicing 

professionals and critics. students in the Mla program undertake design and thesis projects that may 

include sustainable communities, urban design, national parks and conservation areas, ecological restoration, 

golf courses and waterfronts, urban parks, urban agriculture, community design, therapeutic landscapes, 

heritage conservation, land reclamation and remediation, tourism planning and design, and more.

Careers 
the fully accredited Mla program leads to a professional degree which meets the educational requirements 

for entry into professional associations of landscape architects across Canada, north america and abroad. 

our graduates become licensed professionals and have exciting careers in the public, private and academic 

sectors, within Canada and around the world.

admission / application
students who hold an honours (four-year) undergraduate degree in virtually any field may be considered for 

admission to the school’s graduate program.

acceptance to the Mla program is based on previous academic performance (minimum ‘B-‘ average in the 

last two full-time years of study, or part-time equivalent, from a recognized institution), references, evidence 

of creative work, and background information. Qualified applicants holding a three-year degree may also 

be considered for admission. all applications must be accompanied by a portfolio, a completed background 

questionnaire and statement of interest.

application deadline is January 9 in order to be  

considered for fall admission.

if you would like to contribute to the quality of  

our environment and communities, while applying 

your creative skills and scientific knowledge,  

please contact us.

What our graduates say:

 “The MLA program has 
given me the knowledge  
and problem-solving skills  
I need to address critical design 
and planning issues  
in society while preparing  
me to become a creative  
and licensed professional.”

      Matt Williams, Mla graduate

CONTACT INFORMATION

Master of Landscape  
Architecture Program 

school of environmental  
design and rural development 

university of guelph 
guelph, ontario   

n1g 2W1 Canada 

Graduate Secretary:
diana foolen 

519-824-4120 ext. 56576
dfoolen@uoguelph.ca

 

www.uoguelph.ca/sedrd



u n i v e r s i t y  o f  g u e l p h  –  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s

Rural Planning and Development:  
 Msc (planning) 

rural planning and development is a growing global profession. graduates of our program contribute 

to the generation of knowledge and the development of plans to advance the welfare, sustainability and 

integrity of rural communities. as a graduate you will be able to work globally in the public and private 

sectors for national and international ngos’, as planners, researchers and project managers.

the university of guelph is internationally recognized for its high quality professional programs in rural 

planning and development and attracts students from all over the world, including the united states, africa, 

asia, the Middle east, and the european union. entering students come from a wide range of undergraduate 

programs and can expect to establish their own academic agenda for their continuing intellectual and 

professional development. the intensive (6 semester) program of study combines research, outreach, and 

ongoing interaction with faculty to create a stimulating learning environment, and affords our students a 

wealth of opportunities. 

this program is accredited by the Canadian institute of planners. 

the faculty
the school of environmental design and rural development boasts a strong faculty with a wide range 

of interests in both Canadian and international regions. please visit us online or contact us for additional 

information.

examples of rpd research
n  Corporate responsibility in a globalizing World: exploring stakeholder perceptions of Mining  

in the philippines

n a naerobic digesters in lambton County:  Current attitudes, Barriers, and opportunities  
for development

n p roducing for a Billion: an examination of the public procurement of rice and Wheat in  
haryana, india

n t he effect of on-shore Windturbine developments on rural Communities and local government:  
a Case study on Bruce County, ontario

n aftercare services for persons who have survived sex trafficking:  a Case study in india

n a gricultural land preservation as Mechanism for self-sufficiency:  the future outlook for food 
planning in Canada

n i s food aid undermining traditional systems of turkana social  relations?: an exploration of  
Cultural decline in northern Kenya

n e xploring the implications of the Canadian environmental assessment  act 2012 on  
public participation

admission/application 
the minimum requirement for admission is a four year honours degree or equivalent, with an average 

standing of at least second class honours (B-) in the last four semesters or two years of study. 

Are you interested in:

n  Community and social 
development?

n  international agricultural
development planning?

n l and use planning? 

n  environmental Management?

n resource Management?

n program evaluation?

n impact assessment?

 

CONTACT INFORMATION

 Graduate Coordinator:
John devlin

jdevlin@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 52575

Graduate Secretary:
sue hall

srhall@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 56780www.uoguelph.ca/sedrd



u n i v e r s i t y  o f  g u e l p h  –  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s

Rural Planning and Development: Mplan 

this one-year (3 semester) Mplan program is geared towards more experienced graduates working 

for an agency or non-governmental organization abroad or in Canada; or for mature Canadian planners 

working in a municipal planning environment, for other levels of government, in professional consulting, 

non- governmental organizations or other contexts or for graduates of related professional programs, 

such as planning, landscape architecture, architecture or engineering. rural planning and development 

is a growing global profession. graduates of our program contribute to the generation of knowledge and 

the development of plans to advance the welfare, sustainability and integrity of rural communities. this 

program is explicitly designed for individuals wishing to upgrade their professional training to the Masters 

level without necessarily withdrawing from the work force for an extended period of time.

the university of guelph is internationally recognized for its high quality professional programs in rural 

planning and development and attracts students from all over the world, including the united states,  

africa, asia, the Middle east, and the european union. entering students come from a wide range of 

undergraduate programs and can expect to establish their own academic agenda for their continuing 

intellectual and professional development. the intensive program of study combines research, outreach,  

and ongoing interaction with faculty to create a stimulating learning environment, and affords our students  

a wealth of opportunities.

graduates from the program in either the Canadian or international streams may apply for membership in 

the Canadian institute of planners.

the faculty
the school of environmental design and rural development boasts a strong faculty with a wide range of 

interests in both Canadian and international regions.  

please visit us online or contact us for additional information.

admission/application 
Qualified graduates from relevant disciplines (minimum B- average) with 4-5 years of relevant experience. 

relevant experience is determined by the admissions committee. graduates from a professional program in 

planning, landscape architecture, architecture or engineering (minimum B+ average).

the Mplan program is offered in-class or at a distance. please contact the graduate Coordinator if you are 

interested in the distance option.

additional information on admission can be found at: http://www.uoguelph.ca/applying

Are you interested in:

n  Community and social 
development?

n  international agricultural
development planning?

n l and use planning? 

n  environmental Management?

n resource Management?

n program evaluation?

n impact assessment?

 

CONTACT INFORMATION

 Graduate Coordinator:
John devlin

jdevlin@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 52575

Graduate Secretary:
sue hall

srhall@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 56780www.uoguelph.ca/sedrd



u n i v e r s i t y  o f  g u e l p h  –  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s

Rural Studies: PhD

the rural studies interdisciplinary phd program provides opportunities for advanced studies 

on and with rural communities/areas with a focus on sustainability. for the purposes of the 

program, sustainability is understood as the development and promotion of the wellbeing of rural 

communities/areas. the program focuses on the socio-cultural dimensions, the biophysical/

landscape dimensions and their integration in the context of rural communities/areas. students may 

focus on any of these dimensions. our graduates are employed in a variety of settings including: 

academic positions at institutions of higher education, senior positions within the government and 

public sector, and within nongovernment organizations in the developed and developing context.

examples of recent rural studies phd research 

n l ament for the land: on the impacts of Climate Change on Mental and emotional health  
and Well-Being in rigolet, nunatsiavut

n r e-imagining food systems in Mexico: a Case study of the Mexican network of local  
organic Markets

n l inking precaution to adaptive Co-Management to adapt rural Water resources to Climate 
Change in ghana

n Career and Community possible selves: how do small-town youth envision their futures

n the promise of partnerships: local governance and the practise of partnerships

n i nnovation systems in agriculture: Managing stakeholder interaction for learning and innovation 
in the 21st Century

n exploring the sustainability of place: a Case study of Community-Based nature tourism

n a  unique rurality: exploring the role of the horse farm in the post-productivist rural landscape

n g ender and agricultural innovation in peasant production of native potatoes in the Central  
andes of peru

admissions  

applicants must have a master’s degree (or the equivalent) from a recognized university in a relevant 

discipline. Master’s graduates in a range of humanities, social-science and applied-science disciplines 

are eligible and considered for admission. admission to doctoral programs normally requires a 

satisfactory baccalaureate and at least high second-class honours (‘B’ standing) in a recognized 

master’s degree. applicants are strongly encouraged to be in communication with a potential faculty 

advisor before applying. the ph.d. in rural studies graduate program admits graduate students once 

a year, in the fall semester. the deadline for applications is March 1 each year. all applicants are 

expected to submit a completed background questionnaire. 

additional information on admission can be found at www.uoguelph.ca/applying/

CHANGING LIVES

IMPROVING LIFE

CHANGING LIVES

IMPROVING LIFE

CHANGING LIVES

IMPROVING LIFE

  The Rural Studies program 
is a unique and exciting 
interdisciplinary program and 
community. Everyone brings 
a unique set of life skills, 
life experiences, approaches 
and points of view to the 
program’s goal of creating 
sustainable rural communities 
and landscape systems.”

CONTACT INfOrmATION

  Graduate Coordinator:
al lauzon

allauzon@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 53379

Graduate Secretary:
sue hall

srhall@uoguelph.ca
519-824-4120 ext. 56780www.uoguelph.ca/sedrd




