
Satyagraha Institute
Training Leaders in the Traditions of Nonviolence

The daily news reports no shortage of leaders 
who champion certainty, immediacy, and 
defensiveness. And we see no shortage of their 
essential tools: threat, coercion, and harm. For 
those who desire a different approach to social 
change, Satyagraha Institute offers a new 
program to train leaders in the traditions of 
nonviolence.

Satyagraha Institute (satyagrahainstitute.org) 
announces its first summer institute, to be held 
August 2 -22, 2015 in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota. The program will provide leaders 
interested in nonviolent social change an 
opportunity to deepen their understanding, 
skills, commitment, and community.

Mohandas Gandhi, who famously experimented 
with the possibilities of nonviolence, coined the 
Sanskrit term satyagraha, or truth-force, to 
identify a method of social change. Satyagraha 
is a way of directly engaging with others to 
work out the difficult aspects of life without 
resorting to coercion, harm, or ill intention.

The summer learning experience will be rooted 
in a course of study, the arts, community life, 
and the inner life. Resident faculty and a variety 
of visiting resource people will guide the 
exploration of nonviolence in the traditions of 
Mohandas Gandhi, indigenous spirituality and 
culture, Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil 
rights movement, Dorothy Day and the Catholic 

Worker movement, and various spiritual 
traditions. Training will also be provided in 
conflict prevention and tools for conflict 
resolution.

Faculty include: M.P. Mathai, a well-known 
Gandhian scholar from India; Darlene Pipeboy, 
a Dakota elder and pipe keeper; Amelia Parker, 
Executive Director of Peace Brigades 
International; Priscilla Prutzman, Executive 
Director of Creative Response to Conflict; Clare 
Hanrahan, an author and organizer with the New 
South Network of War Resisters; and Fernando 
Ferrara, founder Mesa de Paz in Mexico.

The institute is designed for leaders of groups, 
organizations, movements, and communities. 
The program also welcomes promising young 
people who are likely to be future leaders. The 
application deadline is May 31, 2015. Space is 
limited, so early application is suggested.

In order for this program to remain affordable, it 
relies heavily on donor contributions. 
Satyagraha Institute welcomes contributions via 
its website, satyagrahainstitute.org.
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Carl Kline, Program Coordinator
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